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Introduction

This volume represents an approximation of the initial project 2 for the Tables du
cadastre, as of ca. 1794. The layout and the accuracy of the tables were defined in forms
located at the Archives Nationales in Paris (A.N. F171238).

The design for this project called for 1) a table of logarithms of numbers from 1 to
10000 to 28 places (50 pages), and from 10000 to 200000 to 12 places with first and second
differences (950 pages), 2) a table of sines to 12 places with five orders of differences (100
pages), 3) tables of logarithms of arc to sine and arc to tangent ratios (25 pages each),
and 4) tables of logarithms of sines and tangents (475 and 450 pages). According to that
design, the logarithms of the ratios of arcs to tangents were to be given from 0q.00000 to
0q.05000 and from 0q.95000 to 1q.00000, but presumably the latter were to be the ratios
of arcs to cotangents, and since their logarithms merely have opposite signs, they were
not given here. The total number of pages of tables in this volume is therefore 2075,
instead of 2100 in the initial project. Moreover, there are a few blank pages, as we have
started each table on a recto page, which would presumably have been the case if the
tables had been printed after their computation.

Another slight difference concerns the table of logarithms of tangents. The printed
fragment has an additional column in the middle, for the third difference, but it gives
only one value, as the third difference changes only very slowly. However, this feature
has not been retained, as it does not appear in the initial handwritten forms and it is
unclear what would have been printed in the case of two different values per page.

Finally, the sequence of the tables is ours and is not defined in the original sources.
Only separate fragments had been printed.

A later project called for a partial printing of 1200 pages, but eventually the printing
was totally abandonned.

For more information on the Tables du cadastre and on our reconstructions, see De-
nis Roegel, The great logarithmic and trigonometric tables of the French Cadastre: a
preliminary investigation, LORIA, Technical report, 2010.
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